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Applicant hereby requests that a certificate of correction be issued for the above patent in 
accordance with the attached request. 

Applicant submitted amendments on January 16, 2004 and February 20, 2004. These 
amendments were received by the Office on January 20, 2004 and February 24, 2004, 
respectively. In the Notice of Allowance mailed on March 8, 2004, Examiner Patel informed the 
Applicant that both of the amendments had been entered. However, upon review of the issued 
patent, Applicant notes that the amendment filed on February 20, 2004 appears to have been 
entered in its entirety, but the amendment filed on January 16, 2004 may have been only partially 
entered. Note that the submission on January 28, 2005 was not an amendment. 

As a convenience to the Office, Applicant encloses copies of the amendments originally 
filed on January 16, 2004 and February 20, 2004. Kindly enter the amendments in the instant 
patent in their entirety. 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.322(b), Applicant submits that the nature of the mistake 
on the part of the Office is such that a certificate of correction is inappropriate in form, and 
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It is certified that an error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is 
hereby corrected as shown below: 

At Column 12, lines 4-19, (claim 1) delete claim 1 and replace with the following: 
~1. A method of merging images of segments of a view, comprising: 

receiving a first image representing a first segment of the view and a second image 
representing a second segment of the view; 

determining the position of the second segment of the view relative to the first 
segment of the view without the aid of positioning information provided by a human 
operator; 

blending the first image with the second image based solely on the content of the 
images and the determined position of the second segment relative to the first segment to 
merge the first image and the second image into a panoramic image of the view, wherein 
the blending comprises: 

dividing the second image into a first portion and a second 
portion based on the position of the second segment relative to the first segment; and 

compositing the first portion of the second image on the first 
image at a relative position of the second segment relative to the first segment to produce 
the panoramic image, the compositing of the first portion of the second image causing the 
first portion to mask out a part of the first image. - 
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It is certified that an error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is 
hereby corrected as shown below: 

At Column 14, lines 1-18, (claim 15) delete claim 15 and replace with the following: 
-15. An article comprising a computer-readable medium on which are tangibly stored 
computer-executable instructions for merging images of segments of a view, the stored 
instructions being operable to cause a computer to: 

receive a first image representing a first segment of the view and a second image 
representing a second segment of the view; 

determine the position of the second segment of the view relative to the first 
segment of the view without the aid of positioning information provided by a human 
operator; and 

blend the first image with the second image based solely on the content of the 
images and the determined position of the second segment relative to the first segment to 
merge the first image and the second image into a panoramic image of the view, wherein 
the instructions to blend comprise instructions to: 

divide the second image into a first portion and a second 
portion based on the position of the second segment relative to the first segment; and 

composite the first portion of the second image on the first 
image at a relative position of the second segment relative to the first segment to produce 
the panoramic image, causing the first portion to mask out a part of the first image.- 

At Column 14, line 61, (claim 20) replace the phrase "the content of third image" with 
—the content of the third image—. 
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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of merging images of segments of a view, comprising: 
receiving a first image representing a first segment of the view and a second image 

representing a second segment of the view , the image s being received from a remote location 
over a network ; 

determining the position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of 
the view without the aid of positioning information provided by a human operator; 

blending the first image with the second image based solely on the content of the images 
and the determined position of the second segment relative to the first segment to merge the first 
image and the second image into a panoramic image of the view , wherein the blending 
comprises: 

dividing the second image into a first portion and a second portion based on the 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment; and 

compositing the first portion of the second image on the first image at a relative 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment to produce the panoramic image, the 
compositing of the first portion of the second image causing the first portion to mask out a part 
of the first image.^ -aad 

transmitting the panoramic image over the network. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 fiirther comprising: 

determining whether the second image overlaps the first image based on the position of 
the second segment relative to the first segment, wherein the blending the first image and the 
second image is only performed when the second image overlaps the first image. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

correcting perspective distortion in the second image relative to the first image prior to 
blending the first image with the second image. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Previously Presented) A method of merging a set of images, each image representing a 
corresponding segment of a view, the set including a first image representing a first segment of 
the view, a second image representing a second segment of the view, and a third image 
representing a third segment of the view, where the third segment of the view overlaps both the 
first segment and the second segment of the view, the method comprising; 

determining a first relative position of the third segment relative to the first segment of 
the view by processing the content of the third image and the first image; 

determining a first overlap area of the first image and the third image based on the 
determined first relative position; 

determining a second relative position of the third segment relative to the second segment 
of the view by processing the content of the third image and the second image; 

determining a second overlap area of the second image and the third image based on the 
determined second relative position; and 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, offsetting the position of 
the third image relative to the first image and the second image based on the determined first 
relative position; 

otherwise, offsetting the position of the third image relative to the first image and the 
second image based on the determined second relative position. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5 fiirther comprising: 

correcting perspective distortion in at least one of the set of images prior to blending the 
set of images. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

determining which of the images is a central one and which are peripheral images; and 
using the central image as an initial reference image in correcting perspective distortion 
in peripheral images. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7 further comprising: 

determining what pair-wise overlap areas exist between the central image and each of the 
peripheral images; and 

selecting as the first peripheral image to have perspective distortion corrected a peripheral 
image having a maximum pair- wise overlap area with the central image relative to the other 
peripheral images. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 further comprising: 
prior to blending the set of images: 

determining a first overlap area between a second one of the peripheral images 
and the central one of the images; 

determining a second overlap area between the second one of the peripheral 
images and the first peripheral one of the images; 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, correcting 
perspective distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the central one of the 
images. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 9 further comprising: 
prior to blending the set of images: 

if the first overlap area is less than the second overlap area, correcting perspective 
distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the first peripheral one of the 
images. 



1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, further comprising blending the third 
image with the first and second image, wherein the blending includes: 
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dividing the third image into a first portion and a second portion, based on the first 
relative position; and 

compositing the first portion of the third image on the first image at the first position to 
produce a composite image, the compositing causing the first portion to mask out a part of the 
first image. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein blending the third image with 
the first and second image fiirther includes: 

dividing the second image into a third portion and a second portion, based on a relative 
position of the second segment of tiie view relative to the first segment of the view; 

dividing the third portion into a fifth portion and a sixth portion, based on the second 
relative position; and 

compositing the fifth portion of the third image on the composite image based on the 
second relative position to form the panoramic image, the compositing of the fifth portion 
causing the fifth portion to mask out a part of the composite image. 

13. (Original) A method of merging images of segments of a view, comprising: 
transmitting a first image representing a first segment of the view to a server; 
transmitting a second image representing a second segment of the view to the server 

without providing any information about the position of the second segment relative to the first 
segment; and 

receiving a panoramic image of the view fi-om the server, the panoramic image being a 
composite of the first image and the second image. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13[[14]], wherein the first image is 
transmitted from a first computer and the second image is transmitted from a second different 
computer. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) An article comprising a computer-readable medium on which are 
tangibly stored computer-executable instructions for merging images of segments of a view, the 
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Stored instructions being operable to cause a computer to: 

receive a first image representing a first segment of the view and a second image 
representing a second segment of the view , the images being received from a remote location 
over a network ; 

determine the position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of 
the view without the aid of positioning information provided by a human operator; and 

blend the first image with the second image based solely on the content of the images and 
the determined position of the second segment relative to the first segment to merge the first 
image and the second image into a panoramic image of the view , wherein the instructions to 
blend comprise instructions to: 

divide the second image into a first portion and a second portion based on the 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment; and 

composite the first portion of the second image on the first image at a relative 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment to produce the panoramic image, 
causing the first portion to mask out a part of the first image. j-aBd 

transmit the panoramic image over the network. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 1544 wherein the instructions that determine 
the position and blend the first and second images operate without positioning information from 
a human operator. 

17. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 1544 wherein the stored instructions fiirther 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

determine whether the second image overlaps the first image based on the position of the 
second segment relative to the first segment, wherein blending the first image and the second 
image is only performed when the second image overlaps the first image. 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) The article of claim \5i4 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

correct perspective distortion in the second image relative to the first image prior to 
blending the first image with the second image. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Previously Presented) An article comprising a computer-readable medium which stores 
computer-executable instructions for merging a set of images, each image representing a 
corresponding segment of a view, the set including a first image representing a first segment of 
the view, a second image representing a second segment of the view, and a third image 
representing a third segment of the view, where the third segment of the view overlaps both the 
first segment and the second segment of the view, the instructions being operable to cause a 
computer to: 

determine a first relative position of the third segment relative to the first segment of the 
view by processing the content of the third image and the first image; 

determine a first overlap area of the first image and the third image based on the 
determined first relative position; 

determine a second relative position of the third segment relative to the second segment 
of the view by processing the content of third image and the second image; 

determine a second overlap area of the second image and third image based on the 
determined second relative position; and 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, offset the position of the 
third image relative to the first image and the second image based on the determined first relative 
position; 

otherwise, offset the third image relative to the first image and the second image based on 
the determined second relative position. 
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21 . (Currently Amended) The article of claim 20^ wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

blend the set of images; and 

correct perspective distortion in at least one of the set of images prior to blending the set 
of images. 

22. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 21 wherein the stored instructions fiirther 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

determine which of the images is a central one and which are peripheral images; and 
use the central image as an initial reference image in correcting perspective distortion in 
peripheral images. 

23. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 2224-wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

determine what pair- wise overlap areas exist between the central image and each of the 
peripheral images; and 

select as the first peripheral image to be corrected for perspective distortion a peripheral 
image having a maximum pair-wise overlap area with the central image relative to the other 
peripheral images. 

24. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 2324 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

prior to blending the set of images: 

determining determine a first overlap area between a second one of the peripheral 
images and the central one of the images; 

determining determine a second overlap area between the second one of the 
peripheral images and the first peripheral one of the images; and 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, correcting correct 
perspective distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the central one of the 
images. 
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25. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 242$ wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

prior to blending the set of images: 

if the first overlap area is less than the second overlap area, correcting correct 
perspective distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the first peripheral 
one of the images. 

26. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 202i wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to blend the third image with the first and 
second image, wherein the blending includes: 

dividing the third image into a first portion and a second portion, based on the first 
position; and 

compositing the first portion of the third image on the first image at the first position to 
produce a composite image[[;]]i the compositing causing the first portion to mask out a part of 
the first image. 

27. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 2637 wherein blending the third image with 
the first and second image further includes: 

dividing the second image into a third portion and a second portion, based on a relative 
position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of the view; 

dividing the third portion into a fifth portion and a sixth portion, based on the second 
relative position; and 

compositing the fifth portion of the third image on the composite image based on the 
second relative position to form the panoramic image, the compositing of the fifth portion 
causing the fifth portion to mask out a part of the composite image. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
prior to blending the set of images: 

determining which of the images is a central one and which are peripheral images; 

and 
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using the central image as an initial reference image in correcting perspective 
distortion in peripheral images. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28 further comprising: 

determining what pair-wise overlap areas exist between the central image and each of the 
peripheral images; and 

selecting as the first peripheral image to have perspective distortion corrected a peripheral 
image having a maximum pair-wise overlap area with the central image relative to the other 
peripheral images. 

30. (New) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

receiving the images from a remote location over a network; and 
transmitting the panoramic image over the network. 

3 1 . (New) The article of claim 1 5 wherein the stored instructions fiirther comprise 
instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

receive the images from a remote location over a network; and 
transmit the panoramic image over the network. 
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Amendments to the Drawings : 

The attached replacement sheet of drawings includes FIG. 3 and replaces the original 
sheet including FIG. 3. The attached replacement sheet of drawings corrects the line quahty of 
FIG. 3 objected to by the Draftsperson. 



Attachments following last page of this Amendment: 
Replacement sheet including FIG. 3 (1 page) 
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REMARKS 



Reconsideration of the action mailed October 1, 2003, is requested in light of the 
foregoing amendments and the following remarks. 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-3 and 15-18 under U.S.C. §102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent 5,986,668 ("Szehski"). 

Claims 4 and 19 were objected to as being dependent on rejected base claims but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

The Examiner has allowed claims 5-14 and 20-29. 

Apphcant has amended claims 1, 14, 16-18, and 21-28. Applicant has cancelled claims 4 
and 19. Claims 1 and 14 have been amended to incorporate the limitations of claims 4 and 19. 
Claims 16-18 and 21-28 have been amended to correct typographical and formal errors and to 
provide clearer antecedent basis. New claims 30 and 3 1 have been added to recite matter deleted 
from their respective independent base claims. No new matter is added. 

Applicant respectfully submits that amended claims 1 and 14 as well as claims 2-3, 15- 
18, and 30-31, which depend from claims 1 and 14 respectively, are in condition for allowance. 

Enclosed is a $1 10 check for a one-month extension of time. Please apply any charges or 
credits to deposit account 06-1050. 
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500 Arguello Street, Suite 500 
Redwood City, California 94063 
Telephone: (650) 839-5070 
Facsimile: (650) 839-5071 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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Amendments to the Claims: 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claim s: 

1 . (Previously Presented) A method of merging images of segments of a view, comprising: 
receiving a first image representing a first segment of the view and a second image 

representing a second segment of the view; 

determining the position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of 
the view without the aid of positioning information provided by a human operator; 

blending the first image with the second image based solely on the content of the images 
and the determined position of the second segment relative to the first segment to merge the first 
image and the second image into a panoramic image of the view, wherein the blending 
comprises: 

dividing the second image into a first portion and a second portion based on the 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment; and 

compositing the first portion of the second image on the first image at a relative 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment to produce the panoramic image, the 
compositing of the first portion of the second image causing the first portion to mask out a part 
of the first image. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

determining whether the second image overlaps the first image based on the position of 
the second segment relative to the first segment, wherein the blending the first image and the 
second image is only performed when the second image overlaps the first image. 



3. 



(Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
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correcting perspective distortion in the second image relative to the first image prior to 
blending the first image with the second image. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Previously Presented) A method of merging a set of images, each image representing a 
corresponding segment of a view, the set including a first image representing a first segment of 
the view, a second image representing a second segment of the view, and a third image 
representing a third segment of the view, where the third segment of the view overlaps both the 
first segment and the second segment of the view, the method comprising; 

determining a first relative position of the third segment relative to the first segment of 
the view by processing the content of the third image and the first image; 

determining a first overlap area of the first image and the third image based on the 
determined first relative position; 

determining a second relative position of the third segment relative to the second segment 
of the view by processing the content of the third image and the second image; 

determining a second overlap area of the second image and the third image based on the 
determined second relative position; and 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, offsetting the position of 
the third image relative to the first image and the second image based on the determined first 
relative position; 

otherwise, offsetting the position of the third image relative to the first image and the 
second image based on the determined second relative position. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

correcting perspective distortion in at least one of the set of images prior to blending the 
set of images. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

determining which of the images is a central one and which are peripheral images; and 
using the central image as an initial reference image in correcting perspective distortion 
in peripheral images. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 7 further comprising: 

determining what pair- wise overlap areas exist between the central image and each of the 
peripheral images; and 

selecting as the first peripheral image to have perspective distortion corrected a peripheral 
image having a maximum pair-wise overlap area with the central image relative to the other 
peripheral images. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8 further comprising: 
prior to blending the set of images: 

determining a first overlap area between a second one of the peripheral images 
and the central one of the images; 

determining a second overlap area between the second one of the peripheral 
images and the first peripheral one of the images; 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, correcting 
perspective distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the central one of the 
images. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 9 further comprising: 
prior to blending the set of images: 

if the first overiap area is less than the second overlap area, correcting perspective 
distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the first peripheral one of the 
images. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 5, further comprising blending the third 
image with the first and second image, wherein the blending includes: 

dividing the third image into a first portion and a second portion, based on the first 
relative position; and 

compositing the first portion of the third image on the first image at the first position to 
produce a composite image, the compositing causing the first portion to mask out a part of the 



12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein blending the third image with 
the first and second image fiirther includes: 

dividing the second image into a third portion and a second portion, based on a relative 
position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of the view; 

dividing the third portion into a fifth portion and a sixth portion, based on the second 
relative position; and 

compositing the fifth portion of the third image on the composite image based on the 
second relative position to form the panoramic image, the compositing of the fifth portion 
causing the fifth portion to mask out a part of the composite image. 



first image. 



13-14. (Cancelled) 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) An article comprising a computer-readable medium on which are 
tangibly stored computer-executable instructions for merging images of segments of a view, the 
stored instructions being operable to cause a computer to: 

receive a first image representing a first segment of the view and a second image 
representing a second segment of the view; 

determine the position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of 
the view without the aid of positioning information provided by a human operator; and 

blend the first image with the second image based solely on the content of the images and 
the determined position of the second segment relative to the first segment to merge the first 
image and the second image into a panoramic image of the view, wherein the instructions to 
blend comprise instructions to: 

divide the second image into a first portion and a second portion based on the 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment; and 

composite the first portion of the second image on the first image at a relative 
position of the second segment relative to the first segment to produce the panoramic image, 
causing the first portion to mask out a part of the first image. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1 5 wherein the instructions that determine the 
position and blend the first and second images operate without positioning information from a 
human operator. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1 5 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

determine whether the second image overlaps the first image based on the position of the 
second segment relative to the first segment, wherein blending the first image and the second 
image is only performed when the second image overlaps the first image. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1 5 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

correct perspective distortion in the second image relative to the first image prior to 
blending the first image with the second image. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Previously Presented) An article comprising a computer-readable medium which stores 
computer-executable instructions for merging a set of images, each image representing a 
corresponding segment of a view, the set including a first image representing a first segment of 
the view, a second image representing a second segment of the view, and a third image 
representing a third segment of the view, where the third segment of the view overlaps both the 
first segment and the second segment of the view, the instructions being operable to cause a 
computer to: 

determine a first relative position of the third segment relative to the first segment of the 
view by processing the content of the third image and the first image; 

determine a first overlap area of the first image and the third image based on the 
determined first relative position; 

determine a second relative position of the third segment relative to the second segment 
of the view by processing the content of third image and the second image; 

determine a second overlap area of the second image and third image based on the 
determined second relative position; and 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, offset the position of the 
third image relative to the first image and the second image based on the determined first relative 
position; 

otherwise, offset the third image relative to the first image and the second image based on 
the determined second relative position. 
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21 . (Previously Presented) The article of claim 20 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

blend the set of images; and 

correct perspective distortion in at least one of the set of images prior to blending the set 
of images. 

22. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 21 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

determine which of the images is a central one and which are peripheral images; and 
use the central image as an initial reference image in correcting perspective distortion in 
peripheral images. 

23. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 22 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

determine what pair- wise overlap areas exist between the central image and each of the 
peripheral images; and 

select as the first peripheral image to be corrected for perspective distortion a peripheral 
image having a maximum pair-wise overlap area with the central image relative to the other 
peripheral images. 

24. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 23 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

prior to blending the set of images: 

determine a first overlap area between a second one of the peripheral images and 
the central one of the images; 

determine a second overlap area between the second one of the peripheral images 
and the first peripheral one of the images; and 

if the first overlap area is greater than the second overlap area, correct perspective 
distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the central one of the images. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 24 wherein the stored instructions fiirther 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

prior to blending the set of images: 

if the first overlap area is less than the second overlap area, correct perspective 
distortion in the second one of the peripheral images relative to the first peripheral one of the 
images. 

26. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 20 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to blend the third image with the first and 
second image, wherein the blending includes: 

dividing the third image into a first portion and a second portion, based on the first 
position; and 

compositing the first portion of the third image on the first image at the first position to 
produce a composite image, the compositing causing the first portion to mask out a part of the 
first image. 

27. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 26 wherein blending the third image with the 
first and second image further includes: 

dividing the second image into a third portion and a second portion, based on a relative 
position of the second segment of the view relative to the first segment of the view; 

dividing the third portion into a fifth portion and a sixth portion, based on the second 
relative position; and 

compositing the fifth portion of the third image on the composite image based on the 
second relative position to form the panoramic image, the compositing of the fifth portion 
causing the fifth portion to mask out a part of the composite image. 
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28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
pnor to blending the set of images: 

determining which of the images is a central one and which are peripheral images; 

and 

using the central image as an initial reference image in correcting perspective 
distortion in peripheral images. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 28 further comprising: 

determining what pair- wise overlap areas exist between the central image and each of the 
peripheral images; and 

selecting as the first peripheral image to have perspective distortion corrected a peripheral 
image having a maximum pair-wise overlap area with the central image relative to the other 
peripheral images. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving the images from a remote location over a network; and 
transmitting the panoramic image over the network. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The article of claim 1 5 wherein the stored instructions further 
comprise instructions operable to cause the computer to: 

receive the images from a remote location over a network; and 
transmit the panoramic image over the network. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 5-18, and 20-31 were pending. Claims 13 and 14 have been cancelled. 
Interview Summary 

Applicant wishes to thank the Examiner for the courtesy of an interview conducted 
February 1 8, 2004, following an initial telephone conversation initiated by the Examiner on 
February 17, 2004. In the interview, in which Applicant's representative Brian J. Gustafson and 
Examiner Patel participated, the Examiner discussed claims 13-14. Specifically, the Examiner 
had contacted Applicant's representative to discuss claim 13, which had previously been 
allowed, and disclosed the existence of additional art (not of record), which on initial review the 
Examiner believes anticipates claim 13. The Examiner indicated that the other pending claims 
were allowable. In order to expedite prosecution. Applicant has cancelled claims 13 and 14. 
Applicant respectfully submits that claims 1-3, 5-12, 15-18, and 20-31 are in condition for 
allowance. 



Applicant is enclosing an IDS (PTO-1449), which includes the art that was disclosed by 
the Examiner during the interview and two patents referenced by that art. 
Please apply any charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050. 



Customer Number 02 1 876 
Fish & Richardson P:C. 
Telephone: (650) 839-5070 
Facsimile: (650) 839-5071 
50200494.doc 
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